Thirdly, the Scandinavian Surgical Society must have a common language. Although Swedish has traditionally been the language used in the Scandinavian encounters for many years and we have all spoken it with more or less fluency, many Finns have had problems to understand what Norwegians and Danes are saying, and vice versa. English is the lingua franca of modern science and medicine in general, and it is broadly studied within the Scandinavian school systems. Clearly, English is the natural choice, a common language in pan-Scandinavian communication.
A few months ago representatives from the Scandinavian national surgical societies met in Malmö and outlined the principles for future forms and activities of the Scandinavian Surgical Society according to the principles outlined above. The future will show whether there is enough common interest among surgical colleagues in the Scandinavian countries, not so much to continue with the old established forms of the past, but to find new and innovative forms of cross-fertilizing our common surgical heritage.
The Scandinavian Journal of Surgery is an international surgical journal covering all fields of general and specialized surgery with an emphasis on the "Scandinavian perspective". The Journal takes advantage of the expertise of the surgical community in Scandinavia and publishes reviews and original articles of high quality from all over the world. To be truly Scandinavian, we need and very much welcome input from all Scandinavian surgeons, be it as contributors, as reviewers or as readers. Diversity is richness, unity is strength!
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